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imperialists had formed a magazine for provision at a town called Freynstat, twenty miles from Nuremberg. Hither all the booty and contributions raised in the Upper Palatinate, and parts adjacent, was brought and laid up as in a place of security; a garrison of six hundred men being placed to defend it; and when a quantity of provisions was got together, convoys were appointed to fetch it off.
The king was resolved, if possible, to take or destroy this magazine ; and sending for Colonel Dubalt, a Swede, and a man of extraordinary conduct, he tells him his design, and withal, that he must be the man to put it into execution, and ordered him to take what forces he thought convenient. The colonel, who knew the town very well, and the country about it, told his majesty he would attempt it with all his heart, but he was afraid it would require some foot to make the attack ; But we can't stay for that, says the king; you must then take some dragoons with you; and immediately the king called for me. I was just coming up the stairs, as the king's page was come out to inquire for me; so I went immediately in to the king. Here is a piece of hot work for you, says the king, Dubalt will tell it you 5 go together and contrive it.
We immediately withdrew, and the colonel told me the design, and what the king and he had discoursed; that, in his opinion, foot would be wanted, but the king had declared that there was no time for the foot to march, and had proposed dragoons. I told him, I thought dragoons might do as well; BO we agreed to take sixteen hundred horse and four hundred dragoons. The king, impatient in his design, came into the room to us to know what we had resolved on, approved our measures, gave us orders immediately; and turning to me, You shall command the dragoons, says the king, but Dubalt must be general in this case, for he knows the country. Your majesty, said I, shall be always served by me in any figure you please. The king wished us good speed, and hurried us away the same afternoon, in order to come to the place in time. We marched slowly on because of the carriages we had with us, and came to Freynstat about one o'clock in the night, perfectly undiscovered; the guards were eo negligent, that we came to the very port before they had notice of us? and a Serjeant with twelve dragoons thrust in upon the out-sentinels, and killed them without noise.